Physical status and complications in patients with Alzheimer disease: implications for outcome studies.
Physical illnesses commonly coexist with dementia of the Alzheimer type (DAT). Their presence complicates DAT research because it represents a confounding variable. Furthermore, some illnesses or their symptoms also may be used as outcome measures. The conditions that frequently occur in subjects with DAT include neurological complications, intercurrent infections, and malnutrition. This review summarizes data regarding the connections among these conditions and DAT.